
AP Government and Politics Summer Assignment 

 

Welcome to the AP Government and Politics Course. 
 
If are receiving this information, you are scheduled to take AP Government and Politics during 
the 2017-2018 school year. Included in this assignment is one summer assignment for you to 
complete and turn in on the first day of school on August 21, 2017. The assignment will be 
described in detail below. Please expect an assessment the first week back to school to ensure 
that you have completed the assignment and comprehend the material. If you have questions, I 
can be reached periodically over the summer at bcopenhaver@k12.wv.us.  
 
I look forward to working with you next year! 
 
Mr. Copenhaver 
 
Assignment: Supreme Court Cases 
 
This assignment will help you become more familiar with several Supreme Court Cases that we 
will discuss during the year and that you will need to know for the AP Exam. There are over 25 
cases that show on the AP exam and we will take time to learn the ones not listed here during 
the school year.  
 
For each of the court cases listed below you will need to type a brief overview of the case (1-2 
paragraphs); in your own words. Be sure to include the question before the Court, a brief 
summary of what the case was about and include the ruling of the Court. The cases can be 
researched on the following websites; http://streetlaw.org, https://www.oyez.org, or 
http://lp.findlaw.com 
The street law site seems to be the easiest to navigate and has thorough information. You are 
welcome to use any of the three sites that works best for you. Do NOT copy and paste 
information from these sites and use as your own work. If plagiarizing and or cheating is 
discovered, you will receive a zero for the assignment.  
 
Example: Marbury v. Madison 
 
The question before the Supreme Court was to determine if the court had the power to 
interpret the constitutionality of a law or statute passed by Congress. Marbury was supposed to 
receive a commission appointing him to become a federal justice of the peace, but it wasn’t 
delivered before Adams left office. Jefferson, the new president, ordered Madison not to 
deliver the commission because he hated Adams and didn’t want to honor his appointment. 
Marbury sued Madison for not delivering it, but it went straight to the Supreme Court to do it. 
The Supreme Court ruled that Marbury could not sue by going directly to the Supreme Court 
because the law that allowed him to it (Judiciary Act of 1789) was unconstitutional. This case 
established the power of judicial review.  
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       List of Cases 

1. McCulloch v. Maryland (1819) 
2. Gibbons v. Ogden (1824) 
3. Gitlow v. New York (1925) 
4. Mapp v. Ohio (1961) 
5. Engle v. Vitale (1962) 
6. Gideon v. Wainwright (1963) 
7. Miranda v. Arizona  (1966) 
8. Tinker v. Des Moines  (1969) 
9. Lemon v. Kurtzman (1973) 
10. US v. Lopez  (1995) 

 
Grading Rubric: 
15 Points Per Case= 150 Points 
 
 
Wishing You a Safe and Happy Summer! 
 
 
Mr. Copenhaver 
 
 
Social Studies Teacher 
Spring Mills High School 
499 Campus Drive 
Martinsburg, WV 25404 
bcopenhaver@k12.wv.us 
 
 


